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Health  Department, 

Argyle  Street, 

Hebburn, 
December,  1940, 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Hebburn  Urban 

District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I ihave  the  honour  to  present  my  third  Annual  Report  on  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district  for  the  year  ending  31st 
December,  1940, 

The  report  has  been  drawn  up  in  conformity  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of  Hebburn 
to  be  21,770  for  1940.  It  will  ]be  realised  that  estimation  of  popu- 
lation in  times  like  these  is  very  difficult.  Large  numbers  of  men 
and  women  are  leaving  the  town  to  join  the  forces  and  to>  work  on 
munitions.  Large  numbers  of  evacuees  from  London  and  the 
South  arrived  in  Hebburn  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year. 

With  all  these  changes  it  will  be  evident  that  any  estimate  of 
population  must  be  regarded  as  an  average  for  the  year.  Any 
increase  in  death  or  birth  rates  may  be  largely  due  to  the  reduction 
in  the  population  and  not  to  any  real  increase  in  the  numbers  of 
deaths  and  births. 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  444,  giving  a rate 
of  20.4  per  1,000  population.  The  number  of  deaths  was  311,. 
giving  a death  rate  of  14.3  per  1,000  population. 

The  corrected  death  rate  for  Hebburn  was  17.2  per  1,000 
population,  but  as  already  indicated  this  increase  is  largely  offset 
by  the  reduction  in  the  population,  so  that  too  much  significance 
must  not  be  placed  on  it.  The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  shows  an 
increase  over  last  year  being  65.3  per  1,000  live  bit'hs  compared 
with  48.3  per  1,000  live  births  in  1939. 

The  number  of  primary  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  System  was  45  compared  with  29  in  1939, 


It  would  seem  therefore  that  there  has  been  a deterioration  in 
the  general  standard  of  (health  during  this  the  first  full  year  of  war. 
This  was,  perhaps,  to  be  expected  as  the  effects  of  food  shortage 
and  the  suspension  of  housing  progress  began  to  make  themselves 
felt.  This  state  of  affairs  cannot  be  regarded  with  equanimity 
even  in  war  time,  especially  the  increase  in  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis which  mainly  affects  the  age  group  16  to  25.  Adolescent 
women  especially  are  liable  to  acquire  this  disease,  and  the  reason 
mav  be  the  increasing  numbers  of  young  women  in  employment. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  may 
increase.  Overcrowding,  poverty,  malnutrition  and  lack  of  sun- 
light are  well  known  and  obvious  causes.  Certain  occupations  too, 
are  very  apt  to  produce  or  toi  favour  the  production  of  Tuberculosis 
amongst  those  engaged  in  the  occupation. 

There  is  no  straight  and  simple  way  to  eradicate  such  diseases. 
It  is  only  by  raising  the  standard  of  living,  and  lowering  the 
amount  of  overcrowding,  as  well  as  by  giving  unremitting  attention 
to  conditions  under  which  work  is  done,  that  any  progress  can  be 
achieved. 

This  is  next  to  impossible  in  war  time..  It  is  the  policy  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  to  ensure  that  the  population  ns  a whole  in  the 
country  will  be  able  to  have  a meal,  if  they  so  wish,  at  their  work  or 
their  school  or  at  one  of  the  British  Restaurants,  and  there  is  no 
doubt  that  this  is  a wise  policy  from  the  National  Nutrition  view- 
point. "The  question  of  housing  however,  is  quite  different.  Since 
war  broke  out  new  building  has  practically  ceased  and  there  is 
every  likelihood  of  the  number  of  houses  being  diminished  by 
further  air  raids.  Overcrowding  is  therefore  likely  to  increase. 

Civil  Defence. 

During  1940  much  was  done  in  the  direction  of  improving  the 
Casualties  Service  of  the  Civil  Defence  Organisation. 

There  services  consist  of:  — 

First  Aid  Posts,  Ambulances  and  First  Aid  Parties. 

The  First  Aid  Posts  are  staffed  by  a doctor,  trained  nurse  and 
staif  of  men  and  women  trained  in  First  Aid. 


Tlie  Ambulances  provided  by  Durham  County  Council  are 
converted  cars  capable  of  holding  four  stretchers.  They  are  manned 
by  a driver  and  attendant.  I he  cars  were  purchased  by  the  County 
Council  and  converted  to  ambulances  at  an  inclusive  cost  of  £50 
each.  We  have  been  provided  with  five  ambulances,  in  addition 
we  can  call  on  the  ambulances  provided  by  the  St.  Johns  Ambu- 
lance Brigade. 

It  has  been  found  that  these  converted  cars  do  not  make 
reliable  ambulances,  probably  because  of  the  initial  low  cost.  We 
hctve  rarely  had  the  five  ambulances  all  in  working  order  at  the  one 

time,  much  time  and  money  has  beeen  spent  on  repairs  and  main- 
tenance. 

The  First  Aid  Parties  consist  of  a car  and  driver  with  four 
hirst  Aid  men.  Equipment  has  been  provided  foir  seven  such 
parties  and  cars  for  three  parties.  The  remaining'  cars  are  provided 
by  volunteers. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  FORREST, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT. 


STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer  J.  A. 

Forrest,  M.B.,  B.S.,  B.Hy.,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspector— Robert  McKellar,  A.R.San  I C R San  I 
M.S.I.A.  ’ 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector— Francis  J.  Thompson,  Cert.S.I.B. 
Cert.  Food  Inspector. 

Clerk  and  Shorthand-Typist  in  Health  Department— Miss  M. 
Lennon.  (Resigned  16th  December,  1940). 

Chief  Clerk  to  Health  Department— Mr.  David  A.  McGuinness. 
(Appointed  23rd  December,  1940). 

Shorthand-  Typist  to  Health  Department — Miss  L.  Beeby.  (Part- 
time  School  Health  Department). 

Cleansing  Superintendent — 1 homas  Taggart. 

Matron  of  Isolation  Hospital— Miss  L.  Aitken  Blain  S R N 
C.N. 


SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area — 1,676.415  acres. 

Population— 21,770  (estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  for 
1940)  representing  a decrease  of  1,720. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the  Rate  Book  at 

end  of  1940—6,252. 

Rateable  Value  (at  31st  December,  1940) — £96,205. 

A penny  rate  represents  £360. 
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Social  Conditions. — The  Area  is  almost  entirely  industrial  in 
character.  Shipbuilding,  Shiprepairing  and  Electrical  Engineering 
constitute  the  most  important  industries.  In  addition,  a number  of 
men  are  engaged  in  Marine  Engineering,  Paint  and  Copper 
Refining. 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  following  information  is  kindly  supplied  by  Mr. 
Short  and  Mr.  Hudson,  Public  Assistance  Officers : — 

Average  weekly  number  of  persons  receiving  out-door 

relief  during  1940  1,080 

Average  weekly  number  of  persons  receiving  in-door 

relief  during  1940  . 85 

Total  number  of  persons  receiving  in-door  relief  during 

1940  , 265 

Cost  of  Relief  during  1940  £28,540 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out  Relief. 

Number  of  persons  attended  to  during  1940:  — 

Men  210 

Women  345 

Children  115 

Total  i. ..  670 

Note. — The  figures  given  above  are  all  approximate 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births — Total.  M.  F. 

Legitimate  425  225  200 

Illegitimate  19  9 10 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 


Still  Births— 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


dent  population  20.4. 

19  10  9 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births 

41.0. 
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Deaths  : 311  171  140 

Death  rate  per  1,000 
of  the  estimated  resi- 
dent population  14.3. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Heading  29  & 30  of  the 
Registrar-General’s  short  list):  — 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths,  (live  & still)  births. 
No.  29 — Puerperal  Sepsis  — ...  - 

No.  30 — Other  puerperal  causes  ....  1 ...  2.15 


1 ...  2.15 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age:  — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ..., 65.3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legigimate  live  births  63.5 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ....  105.0 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  42 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  3 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  following  table  gives  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  District 
for  1940  and  previous  years:  — 


Year. 

Estimated 

Resident 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

1929 

24,460 

548 

22*4 

322 

13-1 

87 

1930 

24,460 

525 

21'4 

322 

lyi 

108 

I93I 

24,290 

531 

21*8 

323 

r3'3 

96 

J932 

24>I5° 

442 

18*3 

3“ 

12-5 

104 

1933 

23,770 

438 

18-4 

308 

12*9 

86 

1934 

23,740 

464 

T9‘5 

307 

I2‘9 

108 

I935 

23.350 

404 

17'3 

304 

130 

87 

1936 

22,939 

430 

187 

305 

:3’3 

907 

1937 

22,700 

383 

16-9 

288 

127 

67-9 

193% 

22,950 

435 

19-0 

269 

117 

69-0 

1939 

23,490 

4T4 

17-6 

276 

I2‘0 

48-3 

1940 

21,770 

444 

20.4 

31 1 

14-3  i 

65-3 
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Deaths. 

There  were  311  deaths  (171  male  and  140  female)  during  1940. 
The  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows:  — 


Cause.  Number. 

Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circula- 
tory System  81 

Pneumonia  ] 6 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  25 

Cancer  v 42 


Percentage  of 
Total  Deaths. 

26.0 

2.0 

8.0 

13.0 


Diseases  of  early  infancy  and  con- 
genital malformations  19  ...  6.0 

Imtra  Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  22  ...  7.0 

The  corrected  death-rate  for  Hebburn  is  17.2, 
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The  following  table  shews  the  classification  of  deaths  from  all 
causes  (Registrar-General’s  figures): — 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  Causes. 

I7I 

140 

i Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  ... 

2 Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

3 

1 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

4 Whooping-Cough 

... 

• • • 

5 Diphtheria 

1 

• • • 

6 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

10 

7 Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

4 

2 

8 Syphilitic  Disease 

2 

9 Influenza  ... 

5 

1 

io  Measles  ... 

1 

ii  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

polioencephalitis 

12  Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

13  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and  oeso- 

phagus  (males) : uterus  (females) 

5 

3 

14  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

6 

15  Cancer  of  breast 

2 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

14 

7 

1 

17  Diabetes  ... 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

1 1 

1 1 

19  Heart  disease 

28 

48 

20  Other  diseases  circulatory  system 

5 

21  Bronchitis 

1 1 

12 

22  Pneumonia 

4 

2 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

4 

1 

24  Ulceration  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

1 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

3 

26  Appendicitis 

2 

1 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

4 

6 

28  Nephritis 

2 

1 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

• • * 

• . . 

30  Other  maternal  causes 

1 

31  Premature  birth 

32  Congenital  malformations,  birth 

7 

3 

injury  (infantile  disease) 

4 

5 

33  Suicide 

1 

34  Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

35  Other  violent  causes  ... 

Q 

2 

36  All  other  causes 

20 

12 

12 


Deaths  of  Residents  not  registered  in  the  District:  — 

Institution  or  District.  Total  Deatb 

South  Shields  General  Hospital  gj 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle  jg 

Newcastle  General  Hospital  ! 

Winter  ton  House,  Sedgefield  2 

Relton  Hospital,  Chester-le-Street  2 

Helmington  Row  Sanatorium,  Crook  i 

County  Hospital,  Clayton  2 

Fleming  Memorial  Hospital  q 


High  Teams  Hospital  2 

Seaham  Hall  Sanatorium  2 

Gateshead  Emergency  Hospital,  Stannington  1 

Tindall  Crescent  Hospital,  Bishop  Auckland  1 

City  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases,  Newcastle..  1 

Low  Fell  2 

Bill  Quay  I 

7 oft  Hill,  Etherley  i 


s. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  29  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  which  gives 
an  Infantile  {Mortality  Rate  of  65.3  per  1,000  live  births. 

Of  the  29  deaths,  19  occurred  among  males  and  10  among 
females,  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  of  81.0  and  47.6  per  1,000  live 
births  respectively. 

Neo-natal  deaths,  or  deaths  occurring  in  the  first  month  of 
l .fe  numbered  15  or  55  % of  the  total  number  of  infant  deaths.  Of 
this  number,  9 died  in  the  first  week  of  life,  or  31%  of  the  total 
number  of  deaths. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  in  the  first  month  of  life  were 
prematurity,  accounting  for  53%  of  the  total. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  first  year  of  life,  the  chief  causes 

of  death  were : Marasmus — 3 cases,  Congenital  Defects 2 cases 

Gastro-Enteritis — 1 case  and  Icterus — 1 case. 

There  were  2 deaths  among  illegitimate  infants,  giving  an 
Illegitimate  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  of  100.0. 
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SECTION  B. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  following-  table  shows  the  number  of  sanitary  conveni- 
ences in  the  District. 


Privy 

Ash-pits. 

Privy 

Box-closets 

Water- 

closets. 

Total. 

West  Ward 

... 

. . . 

526 

526 

Central  Ward  ... 

. . . 

692 

692 

North  Ward 

• • • 

785 

785 

East  Ward 

... 

• • * 

474 

474 

Victoria  Ward  ... 

... 

0 

<0 

h-l 

1460 

South  Ward 

• • • 

2 

'387 

^89 

Monkton  Ward  ... 

• • • 

5 

526 

531 

Totals 

• • • 

7 

5850 

5857 

The  privy  boxes  in  use  in  the  Area  are  situated  as  follows : — 
South  Ward — 

Blue  House  Farm  1 Box  Closet. 

Newlands  House  1 ,,  ,, 

Monkton  Ward — 

Quarry  Houses  4 Box  Closets. 

Red  House  Farm  1 Box  Closet. 


14 

(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Report  of  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  to  you  mv  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1940. 

Daily  inspections  of  the  district  have  been  made  and  the  work 

of  Refuse  Collection  and  Street  Cleansing  has  been  maintained  to 
satisfaction. 

J he  Mini st i y ol  Supply  s Salvag*e  Scheme  for  the  salvage  of 
v aste  materials  from  House  and  Trade  refuse  was  put  into  oper- 
ation on  the  19th  February,  1940,  and  a Summary  of  Salvage 
collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year  is  shewn  herewith.  In 
endeavour  to*  make  this  Scheme  a success,  a considerable  amount 
of  additional  work  has  been  incurred. 

Although  salvage  work  has  interfered  with  the  normal  routine 
of  Refuse  Collection,  a regular  weekly  collection  of  refuse  has  still 
been  maintained. 

No  serious  complaints  have  arisen  during*  the  year,  and  all 
effort  has  been  made  to  maintain  the  cleanliness  of  the  district. 

I am, 

Yours  faithfully, 

THOMAS  TAGGART, 

Cleansing  Superintendent. 

Street  Cleansing. 

No  additional  roads  or  streets  have  been  constructed  during* 
the  year  and  the  mileag*e  of  streets  in  the  district  remains  at  28.81 
miles. 

1.4  miles  of  streets  are  swept  daily,  .87  miles  three  times 
weekly,  3.05  miles  twice  weekly,  and  23.49  miles  once  weekly. 

1 he  district  is  divided  into  eight  cleansing*  areas,  and  sweep- 
ings are  collected  daily  from  each  area. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  Salvage  Scheme  it  has  been 
noticeable  that  there  is  less  litter  to  be  seen  on  the  streets.  This 
improvement  is  gratifying  and  it  is  due  to  the  local  inhabitants’ 


IS 

Response  to  the  Government’s  appeal  for  the  salvage  of  waste  paper 
which  is  most  commendable. 

L p to  the  17th  July,  1940,  street  gully  cleansing  was  done  by 
means  of  a Karrier  Colt  Mechanical  Gully  Cleanser,  but  after  this 
date  this  machine  broke  down  and  was  no  longer  serviceable,  and 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  gullies  were  emptied  by  hand  oper- 
ation and  horse  vehicle.  However,  a New  Dennis  750  gallons 
Gully  Emptier  was  ordered  without  delay,  but  delivery  of  same 
was  not  expected  before  1941. 

1 here  are  2.250  street  gullies  in  the  district  which  are  cleansed 
at  the  aveiage  rate  of  twelve  cleansings  per  annum,  but  many  back 
street  gullies  are  cleansed  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cleansings  per 

annum. 

I he  sewers  in  the  district  are  systematically  flushed  and 
cleansed.  This  work  is  done  by  a horse-vehicle  with  flushing  tank 
o!  350  gallons  capacity.  The  servers  and  drains  have  been  kept 
in  good  running  order  and  no  serious  complaints  were  recorded. 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

There  were  6,433  houses  and  premises  from  which  refuse  was 
collected  and  disposed  of.  This  shows  on  increase  of  24  houses 
and  premises  since  last  year. 

89%  of  refuse  collection  work  was  done  by  mechanical 
vehicles,  and  11%  with  horse-vehicles. 

There  are  two*  mechanical  vehicles  engaged  full-time  on 
House  Refuse  Collection,  namely,  a 3 tons  Leyland  Cub  Refuse 
Collector  and  a 2|  tons  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Collector.  Also 
one  2 tons  Morris  Truck  is  engaged  part-time  on  this  work  owing 
to  the  additional  work  of  Salvage  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Each  vehicle  is  manned  by  4 loaders. 

One  horse  vehicle  and  one  loader  are  also  part-time  engaged 
on  House  Refuse  Collection  and  part-time  on  Scavenging  Work. 

Trade  Refuse  is  collected  from  shops,  etc.,,  on  an  average  of 
three  collections  per  week,  and  one  horse  vehicle  and  one  loader 
. are  engaged  on  this  work. 

House  Refuse  and  Salvage  is  collected  once  a week. 
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Two  trailer  vans  and  one  small  trailer  were  purchased1  during 
the  year  for  the  collection  of  salvage.  The  body  sizes  of  the  trailer 
vans  are  each  8ft.  Oin.  x 4ft.  Oin.  x 4ft.  Oin.  to>  4ft.  8in.  in  height, 
and  the  small  trailer1  is)  5ft.  lin.  x 3ft.  4in.  x 1ft;  6in. 

By  the  use  of  these  trailers,  salvage  is  separated  at  the  source, 
and  the  householders  have  greatly  assisted  us  in  this  work,  in 
consequence  that  with  the  exception  of  a few  tins  which  are 
salved,  practically  the  whole  of  the  refuse  tipped  at  the  tipping 
ground  is  composed  of  household  ashes.  Salvage  is  deposited  at 
the  Council  No.  1 Depot. 

During  the  year  good  progress  was  made  in  the  collection  of 
House  and  Trade  Refuse,  although  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Salvage  Scheme  a little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  maintaining 
the  normal  system  of  collection.  However,  after  the  first  few 
weeks  of  salvage  collection,  a regular  weekly  collection  of  refuse 
and  salvage  was  maintained,  and  the  work  since  then  has  been 
carried  out  to  satisfaction.  No  serious  complaints  were  recorded 
during  the  year. 

The  system  of  Refuse  Disposal  adopted  by  this  Authority  is 
Controlled  Tipping,  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  precautions 
regarding  this  method  have  been  observed. 

The  tipping  ground  is  the  property  of  Messrs.  A.  Reyrolle  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  and  is  situated  at  the  west  boundary  of  the  Company’s 
Works. 

The  site  is  suitably  distant  from  the  residential  area,  and  no 
complaints  have  arisen  during  the  year  as  the  result  of  tipping 
operations  on  this  site.  Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made  in 
the  development  of  the  controlled  tip. 

By  the  kind  permission  of  Messrs.  A.  Reyrolle  & Co,,  Ltd., 
we  are  allowed  to  use  this  site  as  a refuse  disposal  tip  free  of  cost. 

Annual  Return  of  Salvage. 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  lbs.  £ s.  d. 

Waste  paper  j 94  6 — 1 — ...  378  6 3 

Heavy  ‘Black’  scrap 

metal  , , 3 16  1 14  ...  15  14  1 

Light  ‘Black’  scrap  metal  9 7 1 — ...  23  8 1 
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‘Destructor’  scrap,  tins,, 


etc.  

208 

5 

2 

— 

188 

3 

4 

Non-Ferrous  Metals,  light 

brass  and  copper  

1 

1 

2 

— 

16 

2 

6 

Clean  Rag's  

2 

17 

3 

11  ... 

20 

5 

5 

Old  tip  rags,  mats,  etc..,. 

1 

13 

3 

21  ... 

2 

15 

0 

Bones  

2 

3 

0 

Q 

O 

Z7 

O 

Kitchen  Waste  

35 

15 

1 

. . .j 

43 

17 

11 

Bottles,  85  gross,  9 doiz. 

5 

1 

— ■ 

— 

20 

11 

4 

Jars,  72  gross  

4 

5 

— • 

— 

20 

17 

0 

Total  ... 

366 

12 

1 

18  ... 

£730 

10 

7 

Quantity  of  Refuse  Collected  during  the  Year. 


Motor"  Loads.  Cart  Loads. 

House  Refuse  , 2,677J  ...(  298 

Trade  Refuse  nil.  ...  1,048 

Scavenging  (gully  sludge,  sweepings,  etc.)  156  ...|  670 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  (Year  ending  31st  December, 
1940). 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  (excluding  salvage)  7,385  tons. 

Street  Sweepings  and  Gully  Sludge  609  tons. 


Total  refuse  disposed  of  at  the  tip  .........  7,994  tons. 

Total  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  ...  366  tons. 


Total  ...  8,360  tons. 


Method  of  Disposal  of  Refuse. 

Controlled  Tipping  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  100% 

(iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Health  Department,  Hebburn, 

December,  1940. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, — 

I beg*  to  submit  to  you  my  26th  Annual  Report  upon  the  work 
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of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  1940,  As  arranged  with 
you,  I have  endeavoured  to  make  it  as  brief  as  possible. 

The  district  has  been  systematically  inspected  for  the  detection 
of  nuisances,  resulting  in  the  service  of  491  Informal  Notices.  269 
notices  received  attention. 

The  tabulated  returns  are  not  shown  in  this  report,  but  are 
kept  for  future  references. 

Air  Raid  Precautions  which  include  Food  Decontamination, 
Ministry  of  Home  Security  Smoke  Production  in  Factories, 
Ministry  of  Supply  Iron  and  Steel  Control  National  Survey  and 
Coi-operation  of  Civil,  Navy,  Army  and  Air  Force  Authorities,  in 
sanitary  matters,  also  received  my  attention. 

I am,  yours  truly, 

ROBERT  McKELLAR, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

General  Sanitary  Work. 

During  the  year,  491  informal  notices  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  were  served. 

In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 

Factory  Act,  1937. 

1 here  aie  37  factories  in  the  District  in  which  the  following- 

o 

trades  are  carried  out: — - 

The  Bushing  Co.,  Ltd. 

The  Bede  Metal  & Chemical  Co.,  Ltd. 

John  Bowes  & Partners,  Ltd.,  Monkton  Coke  & Gas  Works. 
James  Black,  Jr.,  Ltd.,  Builders,  Bk.  Glen  Street. 

Arthur  Cook,  Tailor,  26,  Argyle  Street. 

Charlton  & Co.,,  Ltd.,  Garage,  Victoria  Road  East. 

Robert  Cooper,  Garage,  Victoria  Road  West. 

John  Cairns,  Baker,  65,  Carr  Street. 

J.  J.  Donnelly,  Undertaker,  58,  Argyle  Street. 

Harold  Davidson,  Baker,  95,  Cuthbert  Streer. 

Rbt.  Frazer  & Sons,  Ltd.,  Structural  Engineers. 

James  Graham  & Co.  (Newcastle),  Ltd.,  Timber  Importers 
and  Merchants. 
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R.  & w.  Hawthorne  Leslie  & Co.,  Ltd.,  Shipbuilders, 
Engineers  and  Ship  Repairers. 

Frederick  Halliday,  Builder,  34,  William  Street. 

Irvine  & Dyer,  Ltd.,  Engineers  and  Ironfounders. 
International  Aluminium  Co.,  Ltd.,  (Bauxite  Works). 

Foster,  Blackett  & James,  Ltd.,  Paint  Manufacturers. 

Easton,  Scotch  Bakery,  31-33,  Tennant  Street. 

Hebburn  Urban  District  Council  Depot  (No.  1). 

Martindale  and  Hewison,  Ltd.,  Garage,  Victoria  Road  West. 
N.  McElwee,  Milliner,  22,  Carr  Street. 

Geo.  L.  McKenzie,  Builder,  Ann  Street,  and  11  & 12,  Foster 
Street. 

John  Oake,  Builder,  Charles  Street. 

Pyrotenax,  Ltd. 

Palmeis  Hebburn  Co.,  Ltd.,  Ship  Engine  & Boiler  Repairers, 
Constructional  Steelworkers  and  Galvanisers. 

A.  Reyrolle  & Co.,  Ltd.,  Electrical  Engineers  and  Manufac- 
turers. 

H.  Raigoff,  Ltd.,  Sisal  Fibres. 

Smith  Bros.,  Ltd.,  Printers,  Lyon  Street. 

Wm.  Scott,  Plumbers,  Wreigh  Street. 

Thubrons  Timber  & Creosoting  Works,  Ltd. 

Tharsis  Sulphur  & Copper  Co.,  Ltd. 

Alfred  Tollick,  Baker,  113,  Argyle  Street. 

Vickers  Armstrong,  Ltd.  (Hebburn  Foundry). 

Whites  Marine  Engineering  Co.,  Ltd. 

Wailes,  Dove  Bitumastic,  Ltd. 

Geo.  Warburton,  Plumber,  Station  Road. 

Jarrow  Metal  Industries,  Ltd. 

I hese  Factories  were  regularly  inspected. 

Infectious  Disease. 

During  the  year,  506  notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  were 
teceived  by  the  Medical  Officer.  When  necessary  the  premises 
v.eie  inspected  and  the  sanitary  condition  recorded  and  particulars 
respecting'  the  history  of  the  case  were  reported  to  the  Medical 
Officer. 


so 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  46 

Houses  inspected  4g 

Houses  disinfected  gg 

Clothing  and  bedding  disinfected  (lots)  66 

Visits  to  infected  houses  138 

Simpson’s  Hotel. 


Remains  the  same  as  in  previous  reports. 

Common  Lodging  House. 

Remains  the  same  as  in  previous  reports. 

Cowsheds. 

There  are  four  cowsheds  in  the  district.  The  general 
condition  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  These  Cowsheds  have 
been  regularly  cleansed  and  lime-washed  during  the  year. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

These  premises  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  in  a few 
instances  the  occupiers  have  been  warned  against  exposing  milk 
to  contamination. 

Factory  Act,  1937. 

Factories  in  the  district  were  regularly  inspected  and  were 
found  in  order. 

1.— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 
Including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 


Premises. 

(1) 

In- 

spections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Occupiers 

prosecut- 

ed. 

(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  ...  22 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  15 

f Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (includ- 
ing works  of  building  and  engineering 
construction  but  not  including  out- 
workers’ premises). 

f Electrical  Stations  should 
be  reckoned  as  factories. 

I1” 

Total 

I 1 1 

— 

— 
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2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


(0  

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i) 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4)  ... 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.  7) — 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective 
Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences 


Number  of  Defects. 


d 

C 

a 

o 

fa 

(2) 


d 
• »— » 
d 
<u 

6 

fa 

(3) 


u 

d o 

<D  +-> 

O 

v-i  ■ aj 


</ 

G 

O 

• •— < 

s d 
O « 

1)  3 

c/3  fa 

o -fa 


o 

CD 

<b 

d 


<d 


c/3 


fafaf 

(4) 


U 

fa 

d 

fa 

fa 

£ 


o 

£ 


(5) 


£ 


(Not  including  offences  relating  to  Home  Work 
or  offences  under  the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Fac- 
tories and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the  Third 
Schedule  to  the  Factories  Act,  1937.) 


Total 


ERADICTION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Council  Other 

Houses.  Houses. 


1.  Number  of  houses  infested  3 ...  1 

2.  Number  of  houses  disinfested  3 ...1  1 


All  furniture  is  disinfested  by  Cyanide  Fumigation  when  Slum 
Clearance  Tenants  are  moved  into  Council  Houses.  The  work  is 
carried  out  by  a Contractor  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 
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1.  Soldiers,  Royal  Air  Force  and  Royal  Marines. 

2.  Local  Services  which  include  First  Aid  Posts,  Rescue  and 

Demolition,  Control  Room  and  Ambulance  Stations. 

3.  Bedding-,  etc. 

During  the  year  18,895  blankets,  12  beds  and  12  pillows  were 
lumig-ated  tor  the  Military,  Royal  Air  Force  and  Royal  Marines, 
and  1,814  blankets,  627  beds  and  33  pillows  were  fumigated  for 
the  Local  Services. 


Alt  houses  of  prospective  tenants  of  Council  houses  and  out- 
going  tenants  are  inspected  during  the  year. 

I he  following  is  a list  of  overcrowded  houses  where  the 
furniture  was  removed  for  disinfestation  prior  to  removal  to’  new 
houses : — 

52,  Charles  Street.  6^,  Cuthbert  Street. 

43,  Clolligwood  Street.  2£,  Lyon  Street. 

45,  Dunston  Street.  161,  William  Street. 

2,  Arthur  Street.  ‘‘Hebburn  House.” 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Order,  1919. 


Mr.  Gibbons  the  County  Executive  Officer  under  the  above 
order,  when  requested,  visited  this  district  and  gave  his  advice 
and  laid  poison  baits  where  required. 


SECTION  C. 

Housing. 


Health  Dept.,  Hebburn, 

December,  1941. 

1 o the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

Housing  and  Overcrowding. 

I have  pleasure  in  reporting  on  those  duties  which  have  been 
allocated  to  me  by  the  Council,  namely,  Housing  and  Over- 
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crowding,  for  the  year  1940.  The  report  lias  been  abbreviated  at 
the  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Progress  has  continued,  though  at  a greatly  reduced  rate,  in 
the  face  of  many  difficulties  due  to  the  present  emergency.  Shortage 
of  labour  and  materials  in  the  building  trade  and  the  repair  of  war 
damage  have  reduced  the  amount  of  maintenance  and  improvement 
works  to  dwelling  houses,  but  essential  repairs  must  of  course  be 
carried  out,  and  are  enforced  where  necessary. 


The  building  of  new  houses  for  overcrowded  families  and  to 
replace  unfit  houses  has  been  suspended  and  no  further  progress  in 
the  making  of  Clearance  and  Demolition  Orders  can  be  achieved 
at  present.  This  is  very  regrettable  in  view  of  the  large  propor- 
tion of  unfit  and  overcrowded  houses  in  the  town.  The  completion 

°f  these  programmes  will  be  one  of  the  most  urgent  of  post-war 
tasks. 


In  June,  1940,  I was  asked  by  the  Council  to  undertake  the 
duties  of  Chief  Billeting  Officer,  and,  since  then,  much  of  my  time 
has  been  devoted  to  the  billeting  of  evacuees  and  the  re-housing  of 
pei  sons  v hose  homes  had  been  destroyed  by  enemy  action. 


I am,  Sir, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  J.  THOMPSON,  M.R.San.I.,,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Inspections  and  Recording. 

199  dwelling  houses  were  inspected,  and  of  these  43  were 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and 
1932. 


Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Of  the  199  houses  inspected,  120  required  attention.  Pre- 
liminary Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  each  house,  13  being 
dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  the  remainder  under  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

All  notices  served  were  followed  up  and  works  in  progress 
supervised.  In  this  connection,,  329  re-inspections  were  made. 

As  a result  of  informal  action,  118  houses  were  repaired, 
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Statutory  Powers. 

It  was  necessary  to  resort  to  Statutory  Powers  in  the  case  of 
14  houses.  8 notices  were  served  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  and  6 under  Section  93  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

As  a result  of  formal  action,  3 houses  were  repaired  by  the 
owners,  1 under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  2 under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

Clearance,  Demolition  and  Closing  Orders. 

No  Orders  were  made  during  the  year  in  view  of  the  necessity 
for  conserving  housing  accommodation. 

Two  Clearance  Orders  made  in  1939  and  submitted  to  the 
Minister  of  Health  for  confirmation  are  held  up  by  the  present 
emergency.  Brief  particulars  of  the  Orders  are  given  below. 

Hebburn  (Central  Ward  No.  2)  Clearance  Order,  1939. 

Comprising  numbers  49,  50  and  51,  Lyon  Street,  and  2,  4, 
and  6,  Tyne  Street.  There  are  6 houses  with  a total  of  14  rooms 
occupied  by  19  persons,  and  one  lock-up  shop  with  store-room 
attached. 

Hebburn  (East  Ward  No.  9)  Clearance  Order,  1939. 

Comprising  the  whole  of  Redhead  Terrace  and  Patrick’s 
Place.  There  are  17  houses  with  a total  of  35  rooms  occupied  by 
52  persons,  and  two  shops. 

Alteration  and  Re-conditioning  of  Houses. 

The  following  alterations  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 
The  work  was  supervised  to  see  that  it  was  carried  out  in  accord- 
ance with  the  plans  submitted  and  the  building  byelaws. 

11  anld  13,  William  Street — Alteration  of  5 2-roomed  tenement 
fiats  into  2 5-roomed  self-contained  houses,  and  the 
provision  of  sculleries,  sinks,  internal  water  supply,  gas- 
• boilers  and  food  stores. 
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New  Houses. 

The  following-  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year:  — 
By  the  North  Eastern  Housing  Association  8 

These  houses  were  erected  for  the  purpose  of  re-housing  over 
crowded  families. 

OVERCROWDING, 

Number  of  overcrowded  houses  on  Register  at  beginning 
of  year  , 

Deduct  number  of  overcowded  houses  removed  from 
Register  during  vear  : — 

Number  of  overcrowded  houses  de-crowded  due  to 
re-housing  of  families  by  Local  Authority 

Number  of  overcrowded  houses  de-crowded  due  to 
change  of  tenant  

Number  of  overcrowded  houses  de-crowded  due  to 
reduction  in  size  of  family  


556 


/ 


18 

37 

1 


Add  number  of  houses  which  became  overcrowded  during 
the  year  


500 

38 


Total  number  of  overcrowded  houses  on  Register  at  end 
of  year  


538 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  there  was  a net 
reduction  during  the  year  of  18  overcrowded  houses.  There  were 
still,  however,  538  overcrowded  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
occupied  by  539  families  and  3,314  persons.  This  means  that  at 
the  end  of  1940,  14.1  % or  nearly  1 in  every  7 of  the  population  was 
living  under  overcrowded  conditions,  an  undesirably  high  propor- 
tion. 

Re-housing. 

18  overcrowded  families,  consisting  of  125  persons,  were  re- 
housed by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year  as  follows;  — 
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5 by  the  Council  in  Council  Houses  which  became  vacant,  and 
13  by  the  North  Eastern  Housing*  Association.  7 of  the  latter 
families  were  re-housed  in  new  houses  and  the  remaining*  6 families 
in  houses  which  became  vacant. 

Tlw  estimated  number  of  houses  required  to  relieve  all  over- 
crowding*  in  the  town  is  455,  of  which  the  first  44  have  been 
erected,  leaving  a net  requirement  of  411  houses.  Owing  to  the 
present  emeigency,  the  building*  programme  has  been  suspended. 

Further  demands  have  been  made  on  the  housing  accommoda- 
tion in  the  town  by  the  present  emergency.  5 families  (not  over- 
crowded) whose  houses  were  destroyed  bv  enemy  action  were  re- 
housed by  the  Council,  3 in  Council  houses  which  became  vacant 
and  two  in  North  Eastern  Housing  Association  houses  which 
became  vacant.  In  view  of  the  acute  housing  shortage  in  the  town 
it  tv  as  necessary  to  help  these  persons  to  obtain  housing*  accommo- 
dation, 

Continuance  of  Overcrowding  Survey. 

The  survey  has  been  continued  as  regards  working-class 
houses  recently  erected  or  altered,  and  occupied.  82  new  houses, 
1 old  house  and  3 altered  houses  were  measured  up,  the  number  of 
occupants  taken,  and  Form*  B completed  in  respect  of  each  house. 

Rent  Books. 

Rent  books  have  been  systematically  inspected  to  see  whether 
they  contained  the  entries  required  by  Section  62  (1)  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936,  namely,  a summary  of  the  law  relating  to  over- 
crowding and  a statement  of  the  permitted  number  of  persons  in 
relation  to  the  house.  As  a result,  8 owners  were  communicated 
with  regarding  missing  or  incorrect  entries  in  rent  books. 

Overcrowding  Offences. 

278  houses  where  tenancy  changes  had  occurred  since  the 
“appointed  day”  (1st  July,  1937),  were  visited  to  ascertain 
whether  the  “permitted  number”  had  been  exceeded.  5 illegally 
overcrowded  houses  were  discovered.  In  each  case  the  owner  and 
occupier  were  communicated  with  and  the  overcrowding*  was  abated 
without  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 
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SECTION  D. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926,  and  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Order,  1936 : — 

14  samples  of  Grade  A.,  T.T.  Certified,  Accredited,  Pasteur- 
ised and  Ordinary  Milk,  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the 
Bacteriological  Department,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  for  examin- 
ation during  the  year. 

All  the  samples  submitted  were  of  a satisfactory  standard. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  are  6 slaughter  houses  in  the  district.  None  have  been 
used  during  the  year,  all  slaughtering  being  done  at  Newcastle. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  beasts,  etc.,  inspected 
and  condemned:  — 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle, 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

59 



. 

355 

118 

No.  inspected  

59 

— 

— 

355 

118 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned   

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

_ 

% of  the  No.  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  T.B. 

— 

_____ 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

% of  the  No.  inspected 
affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis   

— 

— 

— 

j 

ADULTERATION. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
information . — 


I have  to  inform  you  that  46  ‘dry’  samples  and  19  new  milk 
samples  were  obtained  in  Hebburn  during  1940. 

One  sample  of  essence  of  Vanilla  was  reported  prepared  from 
a purely  synthetic  source  and  an  explanation  was  asked  for. 

Four  new  milk  samples  were  deficent  in  fat  and  the  vendor 
was  cautioned.  Two  other  milk  samples  were  below  standard  in 
Non-latty  Solids,  but  the  freezing  point  proved  that  water  had  not 
been  added. 


SECTION  E. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases. 
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VACCINATION. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  vaccination  carried  out 
during  the  year  : — 


Births. 

. 

Vaccinated 

Successfully. 

Insus- 

ceptible. 

Died  un- 

vaccinated. 

Conscien- 

tious 

Objectors. 

P.p.  by 

Medical 

Cert. 

Removed. 

Percent. 

not 

Vaccinated. 

393 

197 

I 

25 

I57 

6 

1 

7 

49-6 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 


I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
statement  on  the  number  of  inhabitants  of  Hebburn  who  have  been 
treated  under  the  County  Council’s  Venereal  Diseases  scheme:  — 


Males.  Females. 

Civilians  go 

Army  1 ...  __ 

Navy  ?...  5 

Merchant  N avy  : — 

British  \ 

Foreign  (Chiefly  Scandinavian)  14  ...  


51  ...  11 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.— 45  Primary  notifications  of  Pul- 
monary Tuberculosis  were  received  during  the  year,  compared 
with  29  in  1939.  There  were  25  deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  of  the 
Respiratory  System,  which  is  equal  to  a death  rate  of  1.15  per 
1,000  population. 

Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.— 17  notifications  of  Non- 
Pulmonary  I uberculosis  were  received  during  the  year,  compared 
with  22  in  1939.  Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for 
6 deaths  giving  a death  rate  of  0.29  per  1,000  population. 
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New  cases  and  mortality  from  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  during-  1940  are  as  follows: 


Age  Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulrn 

M. 

onary 

F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

Pulmonary. 
M.  F. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

I M.  F. 

Under  1 .... 

. 

1—5  

4 

2 

I 

6—15  

2 

2 

6 

1 

T 

1 

16—25  

7 

15 

3 

3 

5 

1 



26—35  

6 

1 

2 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

36—45  

i 

2 

— 

— 

3 

i 

1 

— 

46—55  .. 

i 

2 

T 

• 

56—65  

2 

9 

1 

66  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

Total  

17 

28 

10 

7 

I5 

10 

3 

2 

I here  were  no  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  in  respect  of  which 
no  notification  had  been  received  before  death. 
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